
Hope allotments blog – February 

2020 
 It continued as a wet November and has turned colder with a couple of 

January started off cold and wet and we moved into February with not one 

but two storms which caused quite a lot of damage across the country. 

Three of our poly tunnels were uprooted with one of them being 

transported over the plum trees and into a neighbour’s allotment. We also 

lost quite a few panes of glass from our newly built glasshouses which being toughened 

glass shattered into thousands of pieces which will have to be picked up by hand. Still it 

could have been worse and none of our sheds were affected. 

 

There used to be a poly tunnel here! 

On the bright side. Our two-wheeled tractor has been put to good use and we should have 

all our plots rotavated by the time you read this article (Hi Nicky). The plan is to instigate a 

’No dig’ policy in the future but to be able to do so effectively the ground has to be pretty 

near free of any deep rooted, perennial weeds like brambles, couch grass or dock. 

It is reported that Mexican Marigolds – Tagetes minuta can kill off couch grass, bind weed, 

ground elder and horsetail. You would have to grow them for at least a year in the plot 



where the pest was and they grow to 1.8 m (or 6 feet for those of us who are old enough to 

remember). If you want to give it a go Sarah Raven seeds sells 500 seeds for £1.95. 

Looking forward to March, we will begin planting in earnest and if the weather is fine there 

will probably be a mad rush to get everything in ready for the growing season. The old 

weather lore states ‘in like a lion, out like a lamb’ so we will have to see how the month of 

March starts off. 

Finally, Robin (our CEO) asked me if I was going to force the Rhubarb but I said no, I would 

just use a reasoned argument. 

Have a happy gardening month and see you in March. 

Joe - the Hope gardener 

 


